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A MS OF ABtJ HIFPAN'S COLLECTION OF ANECDOTES 
ABOUT ABIJ NUWAS* 

By Duncan B. Macdonald 
Hartford Theological Seminary, Hartford, Conn. 

In the Catalogue cCune collection de manuscrits arabes et turcs 
appartenant a la maison E. J. Brill d, Leide, now in the library 
of Princeton University, one MS (no. 171, p. 27) is entered thus: 
" ijLftJc _j| JoKi» II Contes du temps de Haroun ar-Kachid. ( 677 ) || 
Belle Venture. 41 feuillets." This would suggest a tale of the 
Arabian Nights type, with Abu Hiffan as hero. As a matter of 
fact it is a collection of anecdotes about Abii Nuwas, each contain- 
ing an extract or extracts from his poems, and each introduced by 
JU' ijLajo oI • There is no title, colophon, or date, but the accom- 
panying photographic reproductions will show the character of the 
collection and may give a clue to the date of the manuscript. 

In the limited apparatus of MS catalogues accessible to me I 
can find no other trace of this book or of any other book of Abii 
Hiflfan. It seems to be a unicum both of work and author. But 
there can be little question as to the identity of either. The 
Fihrist gives both, and from references in the Aghdni and else- 
where it is evident that Abii Hififan was a prominent literary 
figure in the Baghdad of the middle of the third century of the 
Hijra. That the date of his death was unknown was probably 
Ibn Khallikan's reason for not including him among his a'yan, 
and the same reason may have operated elsewhere. 

His full name was Abu Hiffan 'Abdullah b. Ahmad b. Harb 
al-Mihzami. In the short article on him in the Fihrist (p. 144, 
1. 26) he is given a place among the muhdath poets, and called 
a hander-down of stories and poems and an author of collections 
(akhbari, rawiya, musannif). Of his books are given The 
Book of Four on the Stories of the Poets and The Book of the Art 
of Poetry; the latter is called large, and a part had been seen by 
an-Nadim. But in the article (p. 160) on Abu Niiwas (d. a. h. 200) 
the stories about him and a selection of his poems are said to have 

•Preprinted from the forthcoming William Bainey Harper Memorial Volumes. 
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been edited ('a mi la) by AbG HifEan. Tliis work may have been 
a part of the Book of Four, and is plainly our MS. 

The following are the other references to him in the Fihrist. 
P. 116: He knew al-Fath b. Khaqan (killed 247), al-Jahiz (d. 255), 
and Isma'il b. Ishaq the Qadi (d. 282), and noted their common 
love for books. P. 125: He corresponded and exchanged satires 
with Abu-l-'Ayna' (d. 280 odd). P. 129: Muhammad b. Da'iid 
(killed 296) wrote a Book of Four in imitation of that of Abu 
Hiffan. P. 143: Abu Ahmad Yahy& b. 'All (d. 300), one of the 
Al al-Munajjim and a Mu'tazilite theologian who held a majlis 
much attended by theologians, included him in his Kitdh al-bdhir 
on stories of poets of both the Umayyad and 'Abbasid Dynasties. 
According to Mas'udi {Muruj, VIII, 225) Abu Hiffan composed 
laudatory verses on another member of this family, 'All b. Yahyk, 
brother of Abii-1-^asan Ahmad b. Yahyk, known as Ibn an-Nadim 
the Mu'tazilite. The information in the Fihrist (p. 143) on the 
Al al-Munajjim has not enabled me to disentangle the exact rela- 
tionship here. 

In the Nuzha al-alibbd of Muhammad al-Anbari (d. 577) is 
the only other formal notice (pp. 267 ff. of lithog. of Cairo, 1294) 
of Abu Hiffan which I have found. But it informs us only that 
he was a pupil of al-Asma'i, that ^)-f\^ '^y*i was his rawl, 
and adds two anecdotes illustrating his readiness in improvising 
epigrammatic verses. 

In the preface by ^amza b. al-9asan (or 'Ali b. ^amza) al- 
Isbahani to his recension of the diwdn of Abii Nuwas, he quotes 
Abii Hiffan once only. On page 15 of the Cairo edition of 1898 
he gives on his authority a story of how al-'Attabi ( ? Abii 'Amr 
Kulthiim, d. 208), after he turned to religion, forbade the reciting 
of the poems of Abii Nuwas, and how he was grievously deceived 
on one occasion. 

Ibn Khallikan also refers to him once, telling [Biogr. Diet., 
I, 68) how he satirized the Mu'tazilite Chief Qadi Ibn Abi Duwad. 
De Slane adds (p. 73, note 29) a reference to the Khatib's History 
of Baghdad; but from that we learn only that he was born at al- 
Basra. The date of his death is not given. 

Yaqiit ( Geogr. Diet. ) has two references. In III, 932, he quotes 
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from him a line referring to the Day of Fayf ar-rif , and IV, 306, 
a story handed down from Abu Mu'adh, brother of Abu Nuwas. 

In the Aghdni there are several references, but these are of 
value only as showing the circles in which he moved and who 
were his contemporaries. In Vol. II, p. 179, is a report from Abu 
Hiffan of how he had been present one day at a somewhat festive 
majlis of one of the chiefs of the Turks, who amused the company 
by the queer names under which he called for certain songs. In 
Vol. IV, p. 92, is another report of how he was present on a graver 
occasion when Ibn al-'Arabi (d. 231) misquoted a verse badly, 
gave it the wrong author, and explained it absurdly in defense of 
his misquotations ; on all which Abu Hiffan comments acidulously. 
In Vol. VI, p. 18, Abu Hiffan recounts a long, unsavory, but 
evidently well-known anecdote, directly from 3u8ayn b. ad-Dah- 
hak (of frequent mention in the Aghdni; d. under al-Muntasir or 
al-Musta'in [247-51] at almost 100 years of age) of what befell 
the latter with al-^asan b. Sahl and a ghulam of his. In Vol. IX, 
p. 88, how Abu Hiffan brought to Harun ar-Rashid (d. 193) a 
slave girl, and the trouble that followed in Harun's harem with 
Zubayda. Here Abu Hiffan, in rearing and training a promising 
slave girl, plays apparently the same part as is ascribed to Ishaq 
b. Ibrahim al-Mawsili, e. g., in the Fakhrt, p. 183 of Cairo edition. 
In Vol. XI, p. 2, is a very pointed comment on the poems of the 
Al Abi 5afsa. They began as hot water and gradually cooled 
until those of Mutawwaj, the last of the house, were frozen. In 
Vol. XVII, p. 7, is the story of a threatened hi ja-warfare between 
Abu Hiffan and Sa'id b. 5umayd, and how it was averted. Finally, 
in Vol. XX, p. 65, is a Kabelaisean anecdote from him, of a majlis 
at which he was present. It has no dating value. 

The photographic reproductions of the first three pages may 
now be left to speak for themselves. The anecdotes are of the 
social literary type common in the Aghdni and of the character we 
should expect in connection with Abu Nuwas. It may be doubted 
whether much of historical or literary value could be squeezed 
from them. But the book seems genuine, is apparently unique, 
and deserves at least to have attention called to it. It should cer- 
tainly be used by any future editor of the dlwdn of Abu Nuwas. 
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